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INTRODUCTION 
To the Second Edition 

The first edition of this little book on Impositions, issued 
in 1914, was exhausted in less than six months. Since that 
time we have reprinted from time to time the most generally 
used layouts that printers and publishers might be kept 
supplied. 

It was our intention to have ready for the press before this, 
a complete volume on book-making which would treat in 
detail the technical and trade names of the various operations 
in binding and include an entirely new and up-to-date section 
on Impositions. The Great War, coupled with the difficulties 
of securing materials, expert employees and in general the 
hardship of operating a large book manufacturing business 
under post-war conditions has delayed this volume which will 
be issued in 1921. 

Consequently, the urgent demand for a more complete 
collection of all the modern layouts has caused us to issue, in 
similar form to the first edition, this revised form of "Book 
Impositions." 

It is hoped that it will meet the requirements of the trade 
in general and prove as useful a text book as the original 
edition. 

J. F. TAPLEY COMPANY. 

November, 1920. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

To select the imposition best suited to a publication invari- 
ably rests with the binder, dependent, of course, upon the 
imposing equipment of the printer. 

Obviously it is desirable to use at all times an imposition 
which shall permit the folding of as many signatures from the 
full sheet at one operation as the size and weight of paper will 
permit. 

To begin with we must first ascertain the size of the full 
sheet to be printed, knowing this, determine the number of 
pages to be put into each signature; four, eight, twelve,* 
sixteen, twenty,* twenty-four,* thirty-two, or sixty-four. 

It is clearly understood that weight of paper governs the 
number of pages in a signature. Bible papers work best in 
units of 32 pages, may also be worked in double thirty- 
two's inserted; light weight coateds, supers, machine fin- 
ishes and antiques may also be attempted in 32's, provided 
perforating devices are available on the folders. Medium and 
heavy weight coateds, supers, machine finishes and antiques 
must be limited to eight or sixteen-page signatures. Books 
consisting of but sixteen, thirty-two or sixty-four pages, may, 
if heavy papers are used, or added appearance of bulk is 
desired, be imposed as eight-page signatures. 



♦Indicates unusual signatures. 
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The following tables may be taken as a guide for all 
ordinary work. As nearly every contract has some peculiarity, 
either of paper, pagination, margins or layout, it is always 
wise to have a proof of first form approved by the binder 
while making ready on the original run. 

Starting with the proper imposition, careful attention should 
be paid to the placing of round or slit points, guide edges, 
indicators and cutting of sheets on press if such is to be done. 

The grain of all papers should run parallel to the backbone 
of the book. All papers should be squared before printing 
if guide edges are to be used in folding. 

Drop roll, double or single point sheets should have round 
point holes perforated through the sheet — two sets between 
heads on double point and drop roll sheets, and one set on 
single point sheets, placed 15 inches apart, centered between 
heads. 

Quadruple sheets should have two sets of automatic point 
slits, clearly and sharply perforated, not less than 6 inches 
nor more than 8 inches away from edge of sheet. 

It is the custom for printers to deliver all sheets uniformly 
jogged up to binders ready for hand or automatic feeding. 
Sheets not jogged up, broken or transposed guide edges, 
omitted or mixed point holes, point holes or slits not punched 
through, necessitate extra labor not estimated upon and carry 
an extra charge to the printer or publisher. 

Use care and the results will be uniformly satisfactory. 

The following impositions are intended as a guide to 
printers when printing all of the modern layouts and represent 
the various methods of folding ordinarily used; special folds, 
peculiar arrangements incident to loose leaf and other bind- 
ings can only be determined by analysis of such propositions. 
Consult the Binder. 
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Delivering two sixteens folded two-up, one above the other, 
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Delivering two signatures of thirty-two pages each, one above the other. 
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Delivering two signatures of thirty-two pages each, one above the other. 
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Delivering four signatures of thirty-two pages each, one above the other. 
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Special Four-on Jobber 
Delivering four signatures of thirty-two pages each, one above the other. 
Four Folds Inside Form 
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SIXTY-FOUR PAGE 

Double Thirty-two, Chambers Machine 

Folding and delivering a 64-page signature made up of two 32-page 

sections folded separately and inserted before 

Fourth or last fold is made 
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SIXTY-FOUR PAGE 

Double Thirty-two, Chambers Machine 

Folding and delivering a 64-page signature made up of two 32-page 

sections folded separately and inserted before 

Fourth or last fold is made 
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Folding and delivering a 64-Page signature made up of two 32-page 

sections folded separately and inserted after 

fourth or last fold is made 
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SIXTY-FOUR PAGE 

Double Thirty-two, Dexter Machine 

Folding and delivering a 64-Page signature made up of two 32-page 

sections folded separately and inserted after 

fourth or last fold is made 
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THIRTY-TWO PAGE 

Special Two-on Dexter 
Delivering two signatures of thirty-two pages each, one above the other. 
Four Folds Outside Form 
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THIRTY-TWO PAGE 

Special Two-on Pexter 
Delivering two signatures of thirty-two pages each, one above the other 
Four Folds Inside Form 
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SIXTY-FOUR PAGE 

Special Two-on Dexter 
Delivering two signatures of sixty-four pages each, one above the other. 
Five Folds Outside Form 



E 



8 



8 



O E 



ED E 



QE 



ED E 



m |B | [g 



o 

m 

JO 

a 



?ED E 



lED E 



o 
m 



5 



J I 



Id I 



EH E 



ED I 



ED I 



EDE 



EH E 



BINDER'S GRIPPER 



S 



8 



8 



8 



8 



3 a 



1 L3 6 



3 E 



8 



3 E 



-FOLDER CUTS- 



si s 



3 1 



81 8 



I E 



SI 8 



3 



8 



8 



U L3 HI] g 



s 



3 



ID! [Oi 



OB 



8 



B 



8 



S 



8 



3 



M 



9 



9 



S 



8 



S 



S 



00 



00 



N 



0* 



a 



a 



o 

00 



l 



45 



SIXTY-FOUR PAGE 

Special Two-on Dexter 
Delivering two signatures of sixty-four pages each, one above the other 
Five Folds Inside Form 



8 



fc 



8 



S 



S 



ss 



3 



8 



& 



8 



8 



8 



<n 



I 



si m 



3 



BINDER'S GRIPPER 



S 



] I 



8 



U Is 



8 



3 E 



8 



3 E 



3 



£j E 



3 te 



8 



8 



Oft 

to 



FOLDER-CUT5 • 



3 



8 



8 



8 



8 



8 



3 E 



8 



8 



8 



8 



E 



8 



3 



8 



EH 



8 



u no on i 



se 



3 



SI I Si [Si Is 



i a 



1 □ 



3 



3 



8 



31 



8 



9 



8 



1 



1 



i a 



UJ 
Q 

o 



GO 



i a 5 



i 



8 



□ 



1 O 



1 C3 



l O 



40 



SIXTY-FOUR PAGE QUADRUPLE 

FOUR SIGNATURES THREE FOLDS OUTSIDE FORM 





















* 




ID 




a> 
o 








fc 




to 




en 

CO 


a 


CM 
10 


















* 




5 




£ 




10 


















Id 
Q 




CO 
CO 




? 




CO 




© 
CO 


5 
o 

CO 

m 

nr* 


















CO 




ID 




IO 




a> 


IaJ 


1 


to 




CM 




CO 




CM 


O 

Z 

S 








* 




IO 




o 






•*J 




CM 




T* 





CM 














< 


<|3 






s 




Q 




IO 




CO 








CO 




en 




* 








BINDE 


R'S 


QRIPPER 









47 



• j- - 
. ; * 

* * 



SIXTY-FOUR PAGE QUADRUPLE 

FOUR SIGNATURES THREE FOLDS INSIDE FORM 





















0) 


_4 


G> 




01 




CO 




K> 


so 
m 

-* 


lO 




00 




<D 














co 






-* 


























^P 


















O 
















2 


m 


2 




01 
01 




O 

10 






s|» 


• 














7| 














a 


o f 


CO 




•* 




t^ 




CD 


> 

* 


* 




to 




« 








m 


. 












CD 




CO 


















£ 














Z 


CO 


CO 


CO 




CO 




« 




o 


01 


CO 


CO 




CO 




CO 




CO 




CO 
D 

5 




•n 














CO 


39 


!*• 




10 




w m 


O 





01 









CO 




PI 




25 






















^5 








s? 
















=* 
















SB 


















SB 
















CD 




01 

01 




10 

CO 




00 






* 


» 










• 


S 


o 1 

O 

m 











ID 












^ 








00 

3' 





















' 
















K 


















5 
















CO 




m 


CO 




^1 




01 








BINDER 1 


8Q 


RIPPER 







r 



48 



THIRTY-TWO PAGE 

Quadruple Machine Oblong Fold Two Signature* 16 Paget 
THREE FOLDS OUTSIDE FORM 



CD 
K> 




lO 
CM 




00 


t 


CD 
CM 







, 










«*4 




CM 




K) 

mJt. 




o 

CM 



CD 




CD 




K> 




CO 



ftlJ 
o 



CD 
CO 

cc 

LJ 
O 

z 
2 









BINDER'S QRtPPER 



49 



THIRTY-TWO PAGE 

Quadruple Machine Oblong Fold Two Signatures 16 Paget 
THREE FOLDS INSIDE FORM 



s 

z 
o 
rn 

3D 
CO 

o 

c 

6 
m 
















* 


CO 

O 




CM 




K> 

CD 




CO 












Q 


t 


CM 
CM 




CO 




CO 
















£ 


■ 






o 




\D 








( 








CO 


• 


CD 




*4 




CM 






BINDER'S 


IGF 


upper 







50 



SPECIAL QUADRUPLE 
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TABLE OF QUANTITIES 
of Paper Needed 

With five per cent, allowance for waste, in forms of the 
number of pages on one side of the paper as noted on the top 



Pages 


8 pp. 


12 pp. 


V** *,wwv 

16 pp. 


VUMtVWt 

24 pp. 


32 pp. 


48 pp. 


64 pp. 
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4200 
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1050 


788 


100 


6563 


4375 


3282 


2188 


1641 


1094 


821 



By consulting the above table the amount of paper neces- 
sary for any given job may be readily and surely determined. 
If on a given size of paper twenty-four pages can be printed 
on one side of the sheet, the paper necessary for 1,000 copies 
of a 100-page book will be 2,188 sheets, and if the book should 
be 196 pages, you will add the 2,100 additional sheets, making 
the total 4,288 sheets. 

Figuring in the usual way, a book of 196 pages has 4 full 
sheets and a fraction on one-twelfth 4,084 sheets and adding 
five per cent, brings the same result 4,288. The table saves 
the time of figuring and avoids possible mistakes. 
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STANDARD BOARD SIZES IN BOOKBINDING 

The old basis which extended from 32mo to quarto was 
understood to be: — 

32mo 3-1/8 x 4-5/8 

18mo 3-7/8 x 6-1/8 

16mo 4-1/4 x 6-7/8 

12mo 4-3/4 x 7-5/8 

Crown 8vo 5-1/2 x 8-3/4 

Regular 8vo 6 x 9-3/4 

Royal 8vo 6-7/8 x 10-5/8 

Imperial 8v6 7-1/2 x 11-5/8 

Quarto 4to 8-1/4 x 12-5/8 

In commercial usage and for governing piece-work labor 
prices, in practise these sizes are divided into six classes, 
namely: — 

12mo and under 4-3/4 x 7-5/8 

Crown 8vo 5-1/2 x 8-3/4 

Regular 8vo 6 x 9-3/4 

Royal 8vo 6-7/8 x 10-5/8 

Imperial 8vo 7-1/2 x 11-5/8 

Quarto 4to 9 x 12-5/8 

The divisional line is considered to be midway between these 
sizes. Consequently, the actual board sizes as divided in the 
six classes, are, 

12 mo and under up to and inc. 5-1/8 x 8-1/8 

Crown . . . 8vo over 5-1/8 x 8-1/8 up to and inc. 5-3/4 x 9-1/4 
Regular . 8vo over 5-3/4 x 9-1/4 up to and inc. 6-3/8 x 10-1/8 
Royal . . .8vo over 6-3/8 x 10-1/8 up to and inc. 7-1/8 x 11-1/8 
Imperial .8vo over 7-1/8 x 11-1/8 up to and inc. 8-1/4 x 12-1/8 
Quarto ..4to over 8-1/4 x 12-1/8 up to and inc. 9 x 12-5/8 

It is well to have these sizes in mind when planning a book, 
as the divisional dimensions show the points where important 
changes in the manufacturing costs occur. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

In January, 1921, we shall be located in our new home, 
Metropolitan Building, Court Square, Long Island City, 
where our entire binding equipment will be operated on one 
large floor of 65,000 square feet, with 40,000 additional feet 
on ground floor and basement for receiving, shipping and 
storage of bound books. 

With this increase to double our present space, our facili- 
ties for serving our clients will be greatly improved. The 
latest ideas in mechanical equipment, lighting, handling and 
routing of work are being adopted. 

It is our hope that we may have the continued opportunity 
of serving publishers, printers and individual houses desiring 
a book manufacturing service of superior quality, maximum 
speed in production and an intelligent care of all details in* 
cident to the proper handling of a high grade product. 

A cordial invitation is extended to everyone to visit us in 
our new home. 

J. F. TAPLEY COMPANY 
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Additional copies of this booklet may be 
had, gratis, by writing to the publishers. 



